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^^^•^  ^  QUESTIONS  ABOUT  .MI KC,  BUTTER.  COTTAaE  CHEESE 

Broadca-st  by  Roy  E.  Hendricks  on,  Director  of  Eood  Distribution,  ''^ar  Eood  Adminis- 
tration, and  Ruth  Van  Deman,  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics,  in  the 
Department  of  Agriculture^  s  portion  of  the  ITationa.1  Earm  and.  Home  Hour,  Tuesday, 
October  19,  1943,  over  stations  associated  with  the  Blue  Network. 

 GO  

ANITCR5     In  V/a,shington ,  here  are  Ruth  Yan  Deman  and  !'fellace  Kadderly.    '  'allace, 
wha.t's  your  information  today? 

KADDERLY;     I'm  reporting  on  the  new  and  easier  way  of  getting  milk  cans,  and  a 
fertilizer  reminder.     But  ths.t  \>rill  come  later. 

AiTi'CR;    Ruth,  how  about  you? 

VAIT  DEr-IAF:     '"'ell,  recently  v;e've  received  many  inquiries  about  dairy  products,,, 
people  want  to  know  all  about  the.  milk  cons erva.tion  order,  about  butter,  cottage 
cheese  and  other  dairy  products.     To  answer  these  questions  v/e  have  as  cor  guest 
today  Roy  E.  Plendrickson ,  Director  of  Eood  Distribution  in  the  '.'.ar  Eood  Adminis-  . 
tration.    Kr.  Eendrickson,  let's  take  one  of  these  questions  e.t  a  time.     This  one 
about  the  Milk  Order  is  typical: 

"I've  been  hearing  and. reading  about  the  milk  conservation  order  and  I  understood 
that  home  deliveries  would  be  the  last  to  be  cut  dovm.    I  live  in  one  of  the  newly 
restricted  milk  sales  areas  and  my  milk  man  has  already  cut  us  down  . on  both  milk 
and  cream.     Can  you  tell  me  i\fhy?" 

HE!TDRICKS01T:     The  milk  conservation  order  DOSS  ITQT  cut  do\m  home  OR  store  deliver- 
ies of  milk,  but  it  IS  designed  to  cut  down  deliv^=ries  of  cream  and  other  milk  by- 
products.., It  is  not  an  order  to  make  people  drink  less  milk.    Rather  it  is  a  "hold 
the  line"  order.. .to  check  the  RISE  of  milk  consumption. .  .and  ma-inte.in  it  at  the 
June  1943  level.    You  see,  every  month  riore  and  more  fluid  milk  was  being  consumed, 
and  production  Just  couldn't  keep  up  v.rith  the  rise  in  consumption.     The  added  milk 
tha.t  was  bought  each  month  meant  there  would  be  less  and  less  milk  available  for 
milk  by-products.    Thus,  the  order  to  check  this  rise.    By  cutting  down  on  cream 
deliveries  and  checking  the  milk  consumption  at  the  June  level,  consumers  are  as- 
sured that  8.  certain  proportion  of  the  milk  will  go  into  milk  products.     In  other 
words,.. if  all  the  milk  were  consumed  as  ELUID  milk,  there  would  BE  no  milk  by- 
products. 

Now,  as  to  your  milk  man  cutting  you  down  on  home  milk  deliveries, ,, your  milk  man 
is  allowed  by  this  order  to  sell  as  much  milk  as  he  did  in  June.     If  he  has  taken 
on  new  customers,  it  may  be  necessary  for  him  to  ma.ke  some  adjustments  which  v/ill 
take  a  little  time  to  work  out.    He  must  try,  also,  of  course,  to  take  care  of 
nev/  babies  and  nursing  and  pregnant  women.     If  anyone  feels  that  he  has  been  un- 
duly cut  down  by  his  milk  man,  he  should  call  the  milk  company  or  call  the  local 
market  agent  viho  is  responsible  for  seeing  that  the  order  is  lTVfifijrj3_  t.9^Q^>.P>.. .... 

fair  basis,  f^j  g  p  A  R  Y 
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VAN  DEMAIT:    That  answers  the  question  quite  well.    No^^^  here's  another. •  .typical 
of  the  many  questions  we're  getting  on  iDutter,     It  says: 

"I  understand  that  civilians  are  supposed  to  get  all  the  "butter  produced  within 
the  next  few  nonths.    But  "butter  is  getting  more  and  more  sca.rce  at  the  stores  in 
my  neighborhood, , .lately  I  can  get  only  a  quarter  pound  at  a.  time,    Wouldn't  it 
"be  better  for  me  to  get  a  week's  supply  at  a  time. .  .rather  than  make  4  or  5  trips 
to  the  store?    And  just  what  causes  this  shortage  if  the  Army  isn't  buying  butter 
now?"    All  right,  Mr.  Hendrickson. . .what  do  you  say? 

HEITDRICICSON:    Yes,  it  VOUUD  be  better  if  you  could  get  a  v/eek's  supply  of  butter 
at  a  time,  but  no  doubt  your  grocer  feels  that  certain  families  would  take  ad- 
vantage of  him  and  get  more  than  their  share  if  he  let  everyone  have  a  pound  .at 
a  time.     So  he  ha.s  put  into  effect  a  .rat ion ir^ system  of  his  own. ..to  assure'  all 
of  his  customers  of  getting  a  fair  of  the  butter  he  ha.s. 

Now  as  to  the  shortage  of  butter  in  certain  areas... you  imov  that  the  G-overnment 
has  stopped  buying  butter  durin-^  these  months  of  low  butter  production,  beginning  . 
last  7ebrua-ry,  the  G-overnment  began  buying  butter,  to  meet  its  large  needs.  The 
rate  of  purchase  vras  highest  during  the  seasonal  peak  production  months  of  May, 
June  and  July.    For  instance,  total  production  was  190  million  pounds  in  May.  The 
G-overnment  bought  90  million  pounds,  and  civiliane  got  the  other  100  million  pounds. 
But  that  hundred  million  pounds  vras  about  the  same  amount  civilians  were  getting 
right  along., .and  MOHS  than  civilians  got  last  November  and  December. . .when  the 
Government  was  forcodto  buy  butter  for  the  Anned  Forces,  because  none  had  been 
stored  up.    As  the  seasonal  production  of  butter  declined  in  August,  the  Government 
took  less  for  the  Armed  Forces,  and  left  109  million  jounds.  for  civilians .about 
the  same  amount  they'd  been  getting,    Each  month  the  Government  took  less,  and 
tried  to  keep  the  amount  available  for  civilians  around  100  million  pounds.  You 
see  butter  production  is  high  in  the  late  spring  and  ea.rly  summer. .  .and .  lower  in 
the  fall  and  winter.     Finally,  this  month,  the  Government  got  out  of  the  butter- 
buying  market,  and  left  the  entire  butter  production  for  civilians.    Butter  for 
the  Armed  Forces  is  now  being  dra^^  from  those  reserves  built  up  in^ high  but ter-  . 
production  months,  and  civilians  will  continue  to  get  ALL  the  butter  produced. 
For  this  month  it*  is  estimated  at  130  million  pounds .,  .If-^w  think  back  a  minute. 
That's  more  butter  than  civilians  got  during  May,  June,  July,  August  or  September. 
And  all  the  way  through  next  March  civilians  will  get  all  the  butter  produced... 
and  that  vrill  be  around  110  million  pounds  in  November  and  up  to  around  130  million 
pounds  again-  in  March, 

Then  why  a  butter  shortage  in  certa.in  areas,  when  more  butter  is  available  to  ■ 
civilians  than  in  those  months  when  the  Government  was  buying  so  heavily?  *  Well, 
if  butter  producers  can  sell  their  products  right  at  home,  there's  a  normal  ten- 
dency to  keep  them  there... and  not  ship.    Shipping  runs  up  the  costs,  means  more 
bookkeeping  and  daring  normal  years  is  only  a  means  of  selling  all  the  butter. 
And  vrith  people  having  more  money  to  spend,  selling  all  the  butter  is  no,  problem. 

So  there's  the  picture. , .and  until  the  distribution  problem  is  solved,  there  may  be 
some  areas  wiiich  don't  get  a  fair  sha.re  of  the  butter.    But  that's  why  OPA  put  the 
point  value  of  butter  up  to  16  points  a  pound.    If  the  people  in  those  producing 
areas  don't  ha,ve  the  POINTS  to  buy  all  th?,t  butter,  more  of  it  will  be  shipped  out 
to  areas  v/here  there  is  now  a  shortage.    And  your  friend  who  wrote  the  letter, 
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Miss  Van  Deman,  "being  in  a  ^shortage"  area,  will  no    dou'bt  "benefit  from  this 
I    arrangement  soon. 
* 

l'-    VAIT  DWik'^i     '.''ell,  Mr.  Hendrickson ,  that  seems  to  clear  up  the  "butter  question. 
I    Here's  one  on  cottage  cheese: 

"'.vTiy  can't  I  get  cottage  cheese  at  my  store?    My  grocer  tells  me  0?A  has  stopped 
the  making  of  cottage  cheese,    '"/hy  have  they  done  this?" 

EEITDRICKSOI^T:    ITo,  OPA  has  NOT  stopped  the  making  of  cottage  cheese.    They  had 
nothing  to  do  v/ith  the  present  scarcity  of  cottage  cheese  in  your  local  store. 
Cottage  cheese  is  a  "by-product  of  milk,  and  that  great  increa.se  in  the  consumption 
of  fluid  milk  I  told  you  a"bout  has  "been  the  cause  of  a  cottage  cheese  scarcity. 
Under  the  milk  conservation  order  we  spo'ice  a"bout ...  cream ,  cottage  cheese  and 
other  milk  "bj^-products  are  "being  cut  down  so  we  can  keep  our  fluid  whole  milk  con- 
sumption at  the  highest  levels  pos3i"ble.    And  those  levels  have  "been  fixed  8.s  of 
June  lS4o.    -"^en  there's  only  so  much  milk  produced,  it's  a  matter  of  using  it  in 
the  way  it  v/ill  do  the  most  good. 

VAIT  lEMAN:    Well,  Mr.  Hendrickson,  that's  all  of  the  questions ,. .thanks  for  the 
answers. 

HEl^IHI CKSOl^ :    Not  at  all.     It's  important  for  everyone  to  understand  the  milk 
conservation  order  "because  it  is  novi  in  effect  in  many  cities  and  will  "be  in  ef- 
fect in  practically  all  cities  of  at  least  50,000  population  "by  the  end  of  the  , 
year. 

YAH  DEMA2T:     Farm  and  Home  friends  you  have  heard  Hoy       Hendrickson,  Director  of 
the  ?ood  Distri"bution  in  the  -.'/ar  7ood  Administration. .  .and  now,  back  to  'fallace 
Kadderly. . . • 
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